SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 21 AUGUST 
2022 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South 
African Radio League read by ............445 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The 
bulletin is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at www.sarl.org.za while the text bulletin 
can be downloaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com. To join the 
MailChimp bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

TWO CONTESTS NEXT WEEKEND 

BOOK NOW FOR THE AMSAT SA SPACE SYMPOSIUM 2022 

and 

CAN YOU HOST A FLIGHT AWARE RECEIVER? 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We begin this bulletin with the news of four silent keys: 

It is with deep regret that we announce that the keys Phillip Unterhorst, 
ZS5RJ/ZS6AZ; Alvin Common, ZS5AES; Richard Bigwood, ZS6BYG and 
Gerrie Leonard, ZS6GTK have gone silent. 

Phillip passed away on 4 July 2021. He was an Honorary Life Member of the 
SARL and the Highway Branch. Our condolences to his daughter Linda and 
family. 


Alvin passed away on Thursday 4 August. Our condolences to his wife Norma, 
son Glenn, family and friends. 


Richard passed away on Saturday 13 August 2022. We extend our condolences 
to his two sons Scott, ZS6BYT and Roger, ZS6ROG, family and friends 


Gerrie passed away on Sunday 14 August 2022. We extend our condolences to 
his wife Sharon and two daughters, family and friends. 


PAUSE 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
TWO CONTESTS NEXT WEEKEND 


The fourth leg of the Saturday 40 m Club Contest will be run from 
14:00 to 15:00 UTC on Saturday 27 August and will give you a chance to 
work more grid squares for your ZS Worked All Grid Squares Award. You can 
operate on phone, CW or RTTY. The exchange is a RS or RST report, your 
club abbreviation and your 4-character grid square. Submit your log sheet by 
21:59 UTC on Thursday 1 September to contest@sarl.org.za. The rules are on 
page 60 in the Blue Book. 


The third and final August contest is the SARL HF CW contest which will 
be on the air from 14:00 to 17:00 UTC on Sunday 28 August. CW activity is 
spread over three periods - as was done with the HF Phone and HF Digital 
contests. Remember that you can participate as a single operator single radio 
- single band station, a single operator single radio - all band station, a multi 
operator - single band station or a multi operator - all band station. The 
exchange is a RST report and a consecutive serial number starting at 001. 
Submit your log by 21:59 UTC on Friday 2 September 2022 by e-mail to 
contest@sarl.org.za. Get the rules on page 62 of the 2022 Blue Book. 


BOOK NOW FOR THE AMSAT SA SPACE SYMPOSIUM 2022 


The 2022 AMSATSA symposium will take place on Saturday 10 Septem- 
ber 2022. It will be a hybrid event. The in-person event will be held at the 
Premier Hotel in Midrand and the virtual part on the BlueJeans platform. 
Registration details and the full programme will be available today, Sunday, on 
the SARL web and on www.amsatsa.org.za. Payment is by EFT or by credit 
card via the Payfast platform. 


The programme includes a session for beginners and the people returning to 
satellite operation. Other papers include ”"OSCAR100 - the easy way”, ”A 70 
cm — 10 GHz transponder”, ’Satellite Server: Browser Based Satellite Tracking 
Software”, ”The new AMSAT-NA Fox plus programme,” a review of AfriCUBE 
with a demonstration of the prototype flying on BACAR in early October plus 
many other interesting topics. Registration closes on 5 September 2022 


CAN YOU HOST A FLIGHT AWARE RECEIVER? 


The CIO of Cemair (a radio amateur) has contacted the SARL for assis- 
tance with a project. The project is looking to improve the coverage of aircraft 
tracking in the interior of South Africa. Around the major centres there are 
several enthusiasts already with devices feeding into the network. The project 
is with Flight Aware, but they possibly share data across platforms. They 


are hoping to find hosts along the flight paths, in the areas that have little 
or no coverage. This would include locations like: Hopetown, Van Der Kloof, 
Colesburg, Sutherland, Calvinia, Beaufort West, Elliot, Queenstown, Kokstad, 
Phalaborwa and Hoedspruit. 


Flight Aware will provide feeder equipment to those approved, so it is just 
the hosting of around 200 Mb of data per month and having a reasonably 
clear sight of the sky that will contribute to their approval. There is no 
remuneration offered. Once Cemair has a list of volunteers, they will engage 
with the Flight Aware engineers to determine the best locations to commit to. 
If you are interested in providing a home for such a receiver, please contact 
the SARL Secretary at secretaryQsarl.org.za. Read about multilateration at 
https://flightaware.com/adsb/mlat/ 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
COMPETITION NEWS 


The second leg of the SARL Field Day is on the air from 08:00 UTC on 
Saturday 3 September to 10:00 UTC on Sunday 4 September 2022. You can 
participate as Class A - Field Station, Multi operator; Class B - Field Station, 
Multi operator, QRP; Class C - Field Station, Single Operator; Class D - 
Field Station, Single Operator, QRP; Class E - Ultra Light Portable; Class F - 
Backyard Stations or Class G - General Stations. The exchange is the number 
of transmitters, the Field Day operating class and the Provincial abbreviation - 
e.g., JBFS. Nothing else! Start your planning and turn to page 64 of the Blue 
Book for all the information. 


The provisional results of the SARL HF Phone contest. Thirty-five logs were 
received for the SARL HF Phone contest held on Sunday 7 August. Looking at 
the logs, the three frequency periods worked well. Twenty-four of the logs show 
127 QSOs on 20 metres. Twenty-nine of the logs show 898 QSOs on 40 metres 
and twenty-three logs show 359 QSOs on 80 metres. Nine call signs that do not 
appear in any other received log were recorded in one log. 


Club Contest 

1st the West Rand ARC - 504 points 

2nd the Northern Cape ARC - 420 points 
3rd the Bloemfontein ARC - 276 points 


Individual scores 

1st Jan, ZS4JAN - 198 points 
2nd Gerhard, ZS3TG - 138 points 
3rd Chris, ZS6CPA - 131 points 


Twenty-two logs were received for the second leg of the SARL YL QSO Party 
held on 9 August. 


1st Sonet de Wet, ZS3SW and Esmarie Lotriet, ZS3EL - 165 points 
2nd Karin Andrew, ZS6MMA - 153 points 


The final score after the two legs 

1st Sonet de Wet, ZS3SW - 333 points 
2nd Karin Andrew, ZS6MMA - 330 points 
3rd Veronica Kotze, ZR6TVK - 315 points 


CLUB NEWS 


The West Rand Amateur Radio Club invites everyone to the next boot 
sale on Saturday 27 August at the Clubhouse in Kroton street, Weltevreden 
Park. The gates will open as usual at 10:00 for everyone to socialize and enjoy 
the delicious hamburgers. Vendors’ stalls and trading start at 11:30. All the 
usual vendors will attend, the likes of Linda, Sam, and Hans have already 
confirmed, the Club will also have a table. Book your stand and table by 
contacting Phillip ZS6PVT at 083 267 3853 or zs6pvt@gmail.com 


Join the Sandton ARC for the Talking Tech Power Hour this Thursday 25 
August at 18h45 CAT on the 145,700 repeater, or Echolink ZS6STN-R. The 
talk will be covering the 7P8CW Lesotho 2022 DXpedition that is planned to 
take place from 1 to 9 November 2022. 


The Sandton Amateur Radio Club will be holding their hybrid, in person and 
virtual AGM, on Saturday 27 August at the National Amateur Radio Centre 
in Honeydew. The pre-AGM social starts at 09:00 and the AGM at 10:00 CAT. 


Further, the Sandton ARC will be out in force at the Sleepy River Caravan 
Park in Magaliesberg for the SARL Field day weekend on 3 and 4 September 
operating as ZS6STN/p. All amateurs are invited to fire up their radios and 
enjoy a QSO or two with the ZS6STN club station. Yes, remember, they asked 
you first. They realise that this is giving a warning to all the other competing 
Clubs but are confident and do not want to win unfairly! 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to 
be at moderate levels. There are currently 6 sunspots with simple to complex 
magnetic configurations visible. There is a high probability for C-class and 
a low probability for M-class flaring. If you want to do your own frequency 
predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 
58. The 15 to 30 m bands will especially, in the late afternoon, provide some 
good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further 


information. 
Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


Today - the International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend 

25 August — the Sandton Talking Tech Power Hour 

27 August — the SARL 40m Club Contest, the West Rand Boot Sale and the 
Sandton AGM 

28 August — the SARL HF CW contest 

1 September — the closing date for Club contest logs 

2 September — the closing date for HF CW contest logs 

3 and 4 September — the IAR Region 1 SSB Field Day and the SARL Field 
Day 

9 September — the closing date for Field Day logs 

10 September — the Regional FT4 DX contest and the AMSAT SA Space 
Symposium 


To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The fourth leg of the Saturday 40 m Club Contest will be run from 14:00 to 
15:00 UTC on Saturday 27 August and the third and final August contest is 
the SARL HF CW contest which will be on the air from 14:00 to 17:00 UTC 
on Sunday 28 August. Get the rules in the 2022 Blue Book. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio 
amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, 
by following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Friday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower sideband 
by Louis ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday 
evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin written by Andy Cairns ZS6ADY, proofread 
by Paul Johnson ZS1S and read by .............. 


From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


